THE FOUNDATION
scssed today by the more northerly libraries, such as the Paris Alcman,
and the British Museum's Bacchylides and Aristotle, *A6yvaia)v
TToAtret'a, have come from the comparatively recent discoveries of
papyri in the rubbish-heaps of ancient Egyptian towns. It is signifi-
cant that "the best MSS. of Homer are now in Venice; of Hesiod
and Herodotus, in Florence; of Pindar, in Rome, Florence, Milan
and Paris; of Aeschylus, Sophocles and Apollonius Rhodius, in
Florence-, of F/uripides, in Venice, Florence and Rome; of Aristo-
phanes, in Venice and Ravenna; of Thucydides, in Florence, Rome,
Munich and London; of Demosthenes and Plato, in Paris, and of
Aristotle, in Venice, Rome and Paris,"? Much the same is true of
classical Latin literature. And Oriental literatures were collected
for the Vatican, the Escorial, Munich and the Royal Library of
Paris long before (with the exception of Laud's gift to the Bodleian)
they reached Knglish Libraries, at least in any quantity.
In the North, and in England especially, the dominating study was
controversial theology. Thomas James, Bodlcy's first librarian (and
perhaps also, in less degree, Bodley himself), conceived the function
of the University Library to be to certify the text of the Christian
Fathers against the supposed falsifications of Romanist divines.8
Wolfenbiittel also was intended to be an -armoury of Reformist
theology with which to meet the Roman Counter-Reformation.
And the Counter-Reformation in its turn was soon (in 1609)
to be crystal!i'/ed in a library foundation, Frederic Borromeo's
Ambrosiana at Milan.
\
3, THE SUPPRESSION OF THE MONASTERIES: ARCHBISHOP PARKER
AND THE ANTIQUARIES
A third interest may be observed coming into play at just this time:
that in the national history and antiquities. In the late fifteenth and
early sixteenth "century the ancient shadow of the Holy Roman
Empire was fading from men's veneration, and in France and Eng-
land at least the Crown consolidated its power, and reduced the
independence of provinces and nobles; Louis XI and Henry VII by
this common policy of theirs did much to create national patriotism,
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